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Lowell man accused of firin

Jonathan Deleon, 4

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

LOWELL » A hit-and-run motor
vehicle crash in the Lower High-
lands turned violent when one of
the drivers involved is alleged to
have fired a gun following a con-
frontation over the wreck.
Jonathan Deleon, 40, of Lowell,
who allegedly caused the crash on
Branch Street, is accused of as-
saulting the other driver and then
shooting at him, according to a

0, held without bail

police incident report.

Police said at about 10:15 p.m.
April 1,2 man called 911 to report
he had been involved in a crash,
and the driver of the other vehicle
‘was threatening to fight him. Mo-
ments later, the man again called
911 to state the other driver had
just shot at him, but he was able
o0 get away.

The alleged victim, a 30-year-
old Lowell man, told responding
officers the incident began when a
man driving a black Chevy pickup

truck had rear-ended his vehi-
cle in the area of 122 Branch St.
When he got out to inspect the
damage, the driver of the truck
drove away.

According to the alleged vie-
tim’s account, he followed the
truck, catching up to it nearby
in the area of School Street and
Sawtelle Place. The alleged victim
told police he got out of his vehicle
to confront the other driver, who
then punched him several times
in the face.

Police noted in the report that
the alleged victim was bleeding

from the nose, lips and left ear as
they talked to him.

According to the police report,
after the assault, the alleged vic-
tim claimed the suspect pulled
out a handgun. The alleged vic-
tim told police he quickly got back
into his car and sped off. As he
was driving away, he alleged hear-
ing two gunshots ring out.

Police said they recovered one
9mm shell casing on the ground
in the area of where the alleged
victim claimed the suspect had
been standing.

While investigating the scene,

gun after crash

police said they talked to a man
who walked out of 405 School
St., located at the intersection of
Sawtelle Place, about surveillance
cameras located on his building.
According to police, the man told
officers he did not have access to
the cameras, which he said be-
longed to his landlord. The man
also claimed he did not hear or
see anything regarding the al-

Jeged shooting.
Police received help with the in-
vestigation the following evening.
Shortly before 7 p.m. April 2,
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TEWKSBURY ELECTION

MACKEY, RYDER

TAKE SE

Supporters and family of Eric Ryder, a Tewksbury Select Board candidate, hold signs outside Town Hall on April 6, 2024. From left, Mike
Hudd; Serina Ryder, Eric Ryder's wife; Grayson Ryder, Eric Ryder's son; Eric Ryder; Joe Ready; and Ready's kids, Ashley and Ryan Ready.

Garabedian, Moncada win School Committee

By Peter Currler
and Aaron Curtis
MediaNews Group

TEWKSBURY » Voters went to
the polls Saturday for the an-
nual town election, where James
Mackey retained his seat on the
Select Board with newcomer
Eric Ryder joining him, while
Bridget Garabedian topped the
ticket for the School Committee
with Chris Moncada taking the
second seat.

In a race for two seats on
the Select Board between four
candidates, Mackey received
1,771 votes, Ryder 1,603, Joma-
rie Buckley 1,412 and Thomas
Bowley 1,163, according to un-
official results. Mackey’s term
‘was up, and Select Board Chair
Todd Johnson had opted not to
run for reelection, making his
seat open.

Mackey said in a phone call
after the results came in Satur-
day evening that he was “feeling
great” about receiving a second
term on the board.

“It was a highly contested
race. There was a lot of misinfor-
‘mation, but also a lot of positive
support,” said Mackey. “I am re-
ally happy with the enthusiasm
of the residents in this election.”

Mackey echoed his campaign
promises to focus on bolstering
Tewksbury’s cybersecurity and

LECT BOARD
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to get the town’s aging water
infrastructure repaired and re-
placed.

Ryder was equally pleased
with the result.

“I cannot thank my support-
ers, friends and family enough.
The residents came out today
and supported my message,”
said Ryder.

Ryder said his priorities as a
first-time member of the board
would be to get up to speed on
the nuances of actually being a
member.

“I'm going to get in and try to
understand everything, do my
homework, dive right in, and get
acclimated so that I can hit the
ground running,” said Ryder.

In a race between three can-
didates for two seats on the
School Committee, Garabedian
took home the most votes on the
entire ballot with 2,615, Mon-
cada received 1,576 and chal-
lenger Collin McNaught 1,290.
Garabedian’s seat was up this
year, and committee member
Nick Parsons did not run for
reelection.

Garabedian said after the re-
sults came in that she was happy
that the race was actually con-
tested.

“Tam happy that there was an From right, James Mackey Ill, a candidate for the Tewksbury Select
actual race, and that there are Board, and one of his supporters, Nick Lizotte, a member of the
people who stepped up and put  Tewksbury Planning Board, hold signs outside the Tewksbury Public

TEWKSBURY » PAGE8 Library on April 6, 2024. Mackey won reelection to a second term.
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18-year-
old killed
in single-
vehicle
wreck

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

'WILMINGTON » An 18-year-old was
killed as a result of a single-vehi-
cle crash that occurred at about
2:30 p.m. Saturday on Industrial
Way.

Kevin Stano, of Wilmington,
‘was transported to a nearby hos-
pital where he was pronounced
dead, according to a joint state-
ment from Middlesex District At-
torney Marian Ryan and Wilm-
ington Police Chief Joseph Des-
mond.

A preliminary investigation
suggests Stano struck a telephone
pole when he lost control of the
vehicle while driving around a
bend, authorities said.

Stano was the sole occupant of
the vehicle.

An investigation into the crash
is ongoing and is being conducted
by the Middlesex District Attor-
ney’s Office, the Wilmington Po-
lice Department, and the State
Police Collision Analysis Recon-
struction Section, and Crime
Scene Services.

Follow Aaron Curtis on X,
Jormerly known as Twitter, @
aselahcurtis

Law change
may help
physician
assistants
fill labor gap

By Alison Kuznitz
State House News Service

BOSTON » Dressed in white lab
coats, nearly 200 physician assis-
tant students and providers on
Thursday pitched their potential
to help solve a health care work-
force shortage that could worsen
given the challenges facing Mas-
sachusetts hospitals owned by
Steward Health Care.

The leader of the Massachu-
setts Association of PAs (MAPA)
said removing an administrative
licensure barrier for physician
assistants and allowing them to
practice without having a super-
vising physician could become an
urgent need should there be an
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Finding
peace
afler a
loved one
loses their
ballle lo
addiction

DEARREADERS 3 A greal
many of you wrote in with
stories of your own about
the pain of caring for a
loved one who
is in the mid-
- dle of an addic
" tion. Below are
two letters that
1 hope bring

Sm— some comfort
Annke to those living
e with loved omes
Dear Anrie

wha are strug-
ling with ad-
dietion to know
they are not a]nw.‘ I also
eneourage famil mbers
to attend Al J\mm n,«—lmp.

DEAR AMNIE » About o week
ago, “Heartbroken Grandpa™
sent a letter about his
granddaughter’s addiction
and death. He wonders if
there was something else he
should have done. I've been
there. My son alse had an
addiction, but his was with

alcohol,

We did everything that
we could, He knew that he
was an alcoholic; he tried to
get away from it. He would
attend AA meetings, and
then after a week or two,
he would stop going and
e biack to drinking again.
5 patlern was repeated
several times. He (nh'rt.u.l
detex centers several times.
We even had an interven-

in vain,

s relurned
tu dlu:lcmx He seemed

255 to control the ad-
du‘ ivn, and this helpless-
ness took its toll. He also
ended up dead, by his own
hand.

That was many years s,
and be was only a few years
older than the granddaugh-
ter in the “Heart-
broken Grandpa,” let go of
the guilt; there probably
s not hing thal il
done to change the =it
wation. Just pray for ber, as
1 peay for my son cvery day.
Be at peace,

Seill Hearthroken

you o

DEAR AMMIE s | really agp-
preeiate your response Lo
“Heartbroken Grandpa.”
whase family members re-
hat they had made the
It tough love deri
eparate them:
destructive, addicted
nddaughter. only to see
their prayers for her go un-
answered,

Adidiztion is Lruly a
eruel beast, as you wiscly
noted, and one of its nasti-
est twists of the knife is the
fantasy that applying good,
commonsense solutions to
clyaos will mecs

. Ve

yer

not always, because addic-
tlon is a relational disorder
that can separate individ-
uals from needed commu-

ndpa is hur(hru-
ken because what is being
asked of him Is almost im-
pissible, Whereas love un
fies. addiction separates,
and there is no one correct
path but o remember your
words — “vour granddaugh-
ter was so much more than
her (addiction).” The future
of any successful solution to
the addictions that plague
us must start with that uni-
fying thought: the addict is
s0 much more than thelr ad-
diction.

=

Send gonr gquestinms for
niie Lane to dearannied
creqtors.com.
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ne of Viti Levu's best,

Lush foliage, dazzling beaches &

more pul Fiji's islands on the map

By Anne Z. Cooka

MADI PLILISLANDS s “That’s Tom
Hanks' {sland, in ‘Cast Away'
the movie,” said the passenger
sitting nearby, on the rear dec]
W'l seen im stamling in
line, a college kid ina red shirt,

packing and repacking a knap-
sack while we walted 1o board
the carly moming fermy o of
Vil Levu, largest of Filf’s 330 is-

he pointed 2
faint grey-green shape

“Its real name ks Modriki,
a'|d :t‘s mt\ll Just W0 acres,” be
beach {s awesome.
|<| ists r,u.'\ wait to g0

N surprise there. Foe mast
South Paeific travelers, nothing
ﬁ\a!‘- '}]Ixsausql beaches, palm-

nded gardens, starry nights
and Melanesian hospitality. We'd
islandh-hopped over the years,
triedd a docen different heach ne
sorts, and liked most of them
Ulntil 2019, when we joined a
hiking group for a long lock at
the kstand's mountains.

Finally kast fall, with COVID
in ddeline and Fiji open for tour-
ists, we hopped a plane and
headed back. Finding hotels
wisny't emsy, bat v crossed our
fingers, found five with rooms
and struck gokd at three places
hegging for a repeat visit.

like a o

Hetel
Sesly wrrasgged an authentic
Jian dinner, and co-own
dan Leewie told tales of
i the early days. Though Nadi
(NAN-dee) International Airport
wis 200 mimites away, our bure
(OO ray, roomn, house) one of
six in the hush tropical garden,
WIS 25 quiet 35 & cemetery.

“We've had guests who stayed
fur wewhs,” saidd Divolesdy ik dlin-
ner

Curbos ahout Lautokn, Vith
Levu's second-larpest town on
the nortlvwest share, we hired
our guide and driver Kesho

The Nausori Highland Read, scaling ancient lava slapes, reveals the erigins of Fifi’s bi

Navala Village, Fif
visitar

Goundar, who (like many Fiji-
ans) speaks Figian, English and
Hindi. Stopping at the town's
buge covered market, he bought
acouple dkn\u"a&'ks he
wifts we for the
chief = ﬂ\l‘t visited avﬂhm

ping Giant. A papailar
k. it was founded by Burr, a
worldwide orchid collector. Hun-
dreds of orchids, phnttd :l»onF
the trail to th

Last traditionally thatched village, is an bour from

we e 1o badld houses,” he
sail, bealing us ins
offscial structure, where o cou-
e of villiyze beaders st cross
Iz, talking, “They built it
1954 when w:dylnncmldlc

tinued, leading the way to the
sehool and church,

TTherning onto e Nausori
Highland Road — ool anether
carin sight — we lurched up-
hﬂl aver a rocky, potholed track

than an hour, each hill

tead-like rock, are the |I!ﬂ|llﬂlll
of o visil. And the adjacent for-
st — @ tower of vines, shadowy'
branches and strange flowers —
was 4 set walting for a mavie.

The next day we headed ap-
oountry to Navala Village,
country’s last thatched village,
alriving past harnyands, gandens,
sugar cane fields, villages, U
oceasional mamfacturing plant
and Methodist, Muslini, Sikh,
Hindn and Catholic-oriented
prinary sclweils,

At first gha wvala Iooked
empty, until guide Mark Na.
varoka came out to collect our
525 entrance fee and a kava
stick for the chief."This is how

eim»l than the one brﬁn un-
til we rounded the tog, o pledog
rapher's defight. Finally, nround
e corner, we passed two lusnt-

ers on horschack with rifles and

Moving to Viti Lev's sosth-

hatel was as busy as 4 coun-

try chib on a holiday weekend.
Exaeks ] Kiels plaend volleybadl
moms worked out al a fitness
center, Wi spotted kids meing
mit crabs, and others kam;
ing Fijian wonds and Polynesian
dances, Menus at the hotel’s sev-

nir"‘J'LI and welcomas

eral restaurants listed continen-
tal s soene Figian dishes.
me- il intn trying the Jet
Ski “experience,” we fhew over
the waves, riding tandem be-
hiined two wat
But the skis were trumped b\
the hotel's Coral Planting proj-
ect, headed by marine schelists
Lawaei Koroyawa and Luke Ro
anababu. Jolning them in
the water, we learned how to
plant bealthy corals omto dam-
aged recfs. Most |wm|nhlr was
e river crubse with Singatoka
ufiri, Wide and '.nug the
winds through an endless
valley, wesving past rocky hills
farms and meadows, Chikiren
splashed in it and men mbbtd

The 35-mile-long trip ended
at n village, with a tous, linch
at the community center and a

ava ceremony — shared cups —
with Uhe cliiel and lown fallers.
K is cabming, soms sy, Just
more weak tea, sy olhers.
Asour last week approached,
we took the ferry to Loman 1s-
lamd Resort — yes, an adults-
only beach resort — o Ma

island,
ferny ride to the m.un-euui and
Muuadl Intermationl Arpost.
You can stay overnight and still
make it to the airport on t:me.
Bt it wasn't the

0

'[ls pumxl\:] There.” said Shek-
ley White, the general man-
ager, when we met at the cock-
tail hoar. “And quiet. But with
Nadi next door, we stay busy
with weddin ¥
ries, and lately, even business re-
treats” she said.

“Saill, we love 1o have visi-
vors Iike yout, peogle who know
this place and lke it A
with  puackish smile. “Let me
know the next time you travel. 1

might decide to come along™




